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Generosity — “Making someone’s day by giving
something away.”

When we think of this idea of generosity, we come face
to face with these words found in Il Cor. 9:7 “God
loves a cheerful giver.”

The reality is that we are born clutching at everything
we can get our hands on. We quickly learn the word
“mine” and from that time forward we are in a struggle
to grab what we can.

There is a continuum that looks like this:

Selfishness Generosity
< >

We struggle in various areas of our life and at various
times as to where we are on that continuum.

Some other ways to look at that continuum:

Closed Fistedness Openness>
<

Me Others

< >
Fear Love
< >

“Perfect love drives out fear...the one who fears is not
made perfect in love.” | John 4:18

“God loved the world so much that he gave his one and
only Son...” John 3:16

A Study in Two Churches

Corinthians Macedonians
< —
Il Cor. 8:1-8

e Paul had written to the Corinthians more than a
year prior, and they still did not have an
offering ready for the Christians in Jerusalem.

o Itis not surprising that the Corinthians were
not generous because they were carnal. (I Cor. 3:1)



The Macedonian Churches

e Gave out of a time of trial

e Gave out of extreme poverty

e Begged to have the privilege of giving

e Their giving was linked to their commitment
to God.

God lives on the right side of the continuum.

Paul’s Challenge to the Corinthians:
“See that you also excel in this grace of giving.” v. 8

When was the last time we asked God to make us
more generous?



