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Today, we bring this series on change to a close.  God is in the change business!  The Holy Spirit is a change agent. When we open our lives to Jesus by trusting him, the Spirit comes in and things change.
	Today let’s talk about how to “keep the change.”  God works in us to make the change stick.  So how does lasting change become a part of our lives?
 (
STAY CONNECTED TO GOD
)


Staying connected to God is the single most important thing we can do to make the change last.

This is why the enemy of our souls wants to pull us away from God.

Luke 22:31-32, Simon, stay on your toes. Satan has tried his best to separate all of you from me, like chaff from wheat. Simon, I've prayed for you in particular that you not give in or give out. (Msg)

Stay connected to God through prayer.

Luke 18:1, Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. (NIV)

1 Thessalonians 5:17, Never stop praying. (NLT)
A simple pattern of prayer:	Adoration (Worship			Confession
	Thanksgiving
    Supplication (make your 		                       request) 

Stay connected to God through his Word.

Psalm 119:11, I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. (NIV)

Read with a commitment to obey.

Matthew 7:24, 26, Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock…But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. (NIV)

 (
STAY CONNECTED TO GOD’S PEOPLE
)


The Church is God’s support system for your spiritual journey.

Hebrews 10:24-25, Let us think about each other and help each other to show love and do good deeds. You should not stay away from the church meetings, as some are doing, but you should meet together and encourage each other. Do this even more as you see the day coming. (NCV)

Appreciate the value of spiritual friendships.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, Two people are better than one because together they have a good reward for their hard work. If one falls, the other can help his friend get up. But how tragic it is for the one who is all alone when he falls. There is no one to help him get up. (GW)

 (
STAY CONNECTED TO REALITY
)


Watch out for a subtle attitude of self-confidence. 

1 Corinthians 10:12, Don't be so naive and self-confident. You're not exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else. Forget about self-confidence; it's useless. Cultivate God-confidence. (Msg)

Be aware of the spiritual attack.

1 Peter 5:8-9, Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.  Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith. (NLT)

Be confident of your victory in Christ.

1 John 4:4, Children, you belong to God, and you have defeated these enemies. God's Spirit is in you and is more powerful than the one that is in the world. 
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